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Take Back Easter! 

Easter Week Family Meal Time Devotionals/Quiet Times 

 

It is a common practice in Eastern Europe for people who call 

themselves Christians to greet one other with the phrase, “Christ 

is risen!” Invariably the response comes back, “He is risen 

indeed!” As disciples, we are favored by God and are blessed 

to be “In Christ.” Thus, God has given us a desire to understand 

and live our lives with resurrection joy, gratitude and power. 

This “Take Back Easter” series provides a family devotional 

reading/Quiet Time as well as a “Take Back Easter” challenge 

for each day of this Holy week. The scripture readings are taken 

from 1st Corinthians 15, which has been called the “Resurrection 

chapter.”  Each devotional should take roughly 5-15 minutes. 

As you prepare your heart for Easter, let’s all seek to find 

renewed meaning in these verses as we share them with our 

families during breakfast or dinner and strive to “Take Back” our 

joy, gratitude and power of the resurrection in these 

devotionals! 

 

Day I:  March 20th Palm Sunday 

Read 1st Corinthians 15:1-11 

Verses1-2   

Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the 

gospel I preached to you, which you received and on 

which you have taken your stand. By this gospel you are 

saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. 
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Paul wanted the brothers and sisters in Corinth to remember the 

good news of the gospel message he had preached to them.   

Q:  What message, as of first importance, did Paul want us to 

remember and pass on to our family and friends? 

A:  Verse 3:  The fact that Christ died, was buried and rose 

again on the third day.  

The fact of the resurrection is why we can be saved.  It is why 

we take time to remember Easter every year.  Since Jesus had 

risen, the disciples in Corinth could take their stand on this 

gospel message Paul had preached to them…to lead them to 

salvation. 

Paul said in verse 10, 

“But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace 

to me was not without effect. No, I worked harder than all 

of them—yet not I, but the grace of God that was with 

me.  

Q:  What effect has God’s grace had on you/your family? 

Take Back Easter Challenge:  Since the grace of God is with 

you, share your testimony with someone today and invite him 

or her to our “Take Back Easter” service so they can have an 

opportunity to hear the gospel of grace. 

 

Day II:  Monday, March 21st  

Read 1st Corinthians 15:12-20 

It is clear, as we read theses verses, that some said there was 

no resurrection.  Some say the same thing today.  In every age, 

there will be those who doubt the resurrection message.  Paul 

said earlier in 1st Corinthians 1:21: 
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“For since in the wisdom of God the world through its 

wisdom did not know him, God was pleased through the 

foolishness of what was preached 

to save those who believe.” 

The idea of our world being saved by a resurrected Christ was 

foolishness to the proud and boastful Corinthians of the Paul’s 

time.  They thought the wisdom of the world was a better way 

to live. As we take a closer look at the wisdom of the world 

today (Bring up news stories, personal stories, internet articles, 

talks with co-workers or neighbors), we see it leading to broken 

families, broken faith and broken dreams.  

For those of us who have taken our stand for Christ, if Christ had 

not risen, we would be experiencing broken faith, broken 

dreams and sadly our family would most likely be broken. 

Verses 17-19 

And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you 

are still in your sins.  Then those also who have fallen 

asleep in Christ are lost. If only for this life we have hope in 

Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 

If Jesus had not risen, as disciples, we would be hopeless and 

pitiful people.  But Jesus has risen!  He has risen indeed! 

Verse 20a 

But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead… 

This is good news! How different it is for those of us who have 

experienced the resurrection power in our personal lives and in 

our family. We do not deserve it; we did not work for it. It has 

been freely given to us, as a gift of God’s amazing grace. 

When you hear someone say, “He has risen,” respond back 

with confidence, “He has risen indeed!” (Practice 3x now) 
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“Take Back Easter” Challenge:  Share with someone the hope 

that you have in our “Risen” Christ. 

 

Day III:  Tuesday, March 22nd 

Read 1st Corinthians 15:21-28 

Verse 22 

For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. 

Because of Adam…we were all dead in our sin. All of us would 

have to face death one day with uncertainty and insecurity.  

Because of Jesus’ resurrection, we can live our lives in the 

confidence and power Jesus provides.  Resurrection life comes 

through Jesus!  The power of Jesus resurrection sets us all up for 

a victorious future in Christ!  

Q:  How powerful is Jesus’ resurrection? 

A:  He conquered death.  Death was the last enemy to be 

conquered.  Now there is nothing standing in His way.  He won 

the victory! 

Verses 25-27 

For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 

The last enemy to be destroyed is death. For he “has put 

everything under his feet.” Now when it says that “everything” 

has been put under him, it is clear that this does not include 

God himself, who put everything under Christ. 

Because of Adam…ALL die.  Because of Jesus… 

 ALL will be made alive again! 

 ALL dominion and power belongs to Jesus! 

 ALL of his enemies are under his feet (authority)! 
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 ALL things are under Christ! 

 ALL things are made alive (including us)! 

Since we’ve been made alive “In Christ”, nothing can stop us 

from living a victorious Christian life! We can face everything in 

life knowing the victory of the resurrection belongs to us. 

Take Back Easter Challenge:  As you go throughout your day, 

decide to victoriously push past any fear or insecurity and 

reach out to someone who needs Christ. 

 

Day IV:  Wednesday, March 23nd 

Read 1st Corinthians 15:30-34 

Verse 30-31 

And as for us, why do we endanger ourselves every hour? I 

face death every day—yes, just as surely as I boast about you 

in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

In the original language, Paul said, “I am day by day in sight of 

death, exposed to it and expecting it.” 

Q:  What was Paul’s point?   

A:  He was so convinced of the resurrection and the power of 

living the Christian life that he willingly and expectantly faced 

death every hour of every day. He fully expected to die for his 

faith.   

Paul challenges us to not be misled by the world. The world live 

only by human hope seeking to please their sinful desires each 

day. They live as if they will never have to give an account to 

Jesus.  That is not how Christian’s live in light of the resurrection. 

We cannot let worldly values influence our families or us. We 

must influence the world! The resurrection gives us a reason to 
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be here.  God wants to use our lives to bring Him glory.  People 

should know we are not ashamed of our risen Savior. 

“Take Back Easter” Challenge:  No one is asking you to face 

death every hour…but I challenge you to live every hour for 

Christ today. Don’t let the world mislead you.  Rather, because 

of your faith and appreciation of the resurrection, invite 

someone to come to the “Take Back Easter” Service today. 

 

Day V:  Thursday, March 24th 

Read 1st Corinthians 15:35-44 

As we focus this week on the resurrection, I am also blown 

away by Jesus depth of insight as to why He had to die.  Jesus 

knew He had to die or none of us could have the opportunity 

to participate in is death, burial and resurrection at baptism.  

Jesus refused to remain a single seed.  By dying, he was able to 

produce many seeds.  John 12:24 says: 

Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the 

ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, 

it produces many seeds. 

Jesus had us in mind.  He was willing to fall to the ground and 

die to produce us.  He wants us to be in heaven with him one 

day. In order for us to rise up with him, we must first be willing to 

fall to the ground and die or we will remain a single seed. 

According to verses 42-44, one day we will be raised with Him: 

 The body sown perishable, will be raised imperishable 

 The body sown in dishonor, will be raised in glory 

 The body sown in weakness, will be raised in power 

 The body sown naturally, will be raised a spiritual body 

 God’s wants us to die to ourselves to rise up for Christ! 
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Take Back Easter Challenge:  Decide today to rise up for Christ 

and find a person today to invite to church on Sunday.  

 

Day VI:  Good Friday, March 25th 

Read 1st Corinthians 15:45-49 

Good Friday celebrates the day our Lord died for our sins on 

the cross.  Fortunately, it did not end there. The Bible teaches us 

Jesus lived in the power of the Holy Spirit, died, was buried and 

rose on the third day to be with God.  Yet, He promised He 

would be with us always to the end of the age.  As your 

reading this, Jesus is sitting at the right hand of God interceding 

in prayer for all of us.  He did not leave us alone to live the 

Christian life in our own strength.  Rather, Jesus sent us His life 

giving Holy Spirit. 

Verse 45   

So it is written: “The first man Adam became a living 

being”; the last Adam, a life-giving spirit. 

Verse 49   

And just as we have borne the image of the earthly man, 

so shall we bear the image of the heavenly man. 

Q:  What does it mean to be a life giving Spirit? 

A:  To be a life giving Spirit means we are not only alive… but 

through the power and love of the Holy Spirit, Christ uses us to 

make others alive.  Read Romans 8:11. 

But if Christ is in you, then even though your body is 

subject to death because of sin, the Spirit gives life 

because of righteousness. And if the Spirit of him who 

raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised 
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Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal 

bodies because of his Spirit who lives in you. 

Verse 49   

And just as we have borne the image of the earthly man, 

so shall we bear the image of the heavenly man. 

Are you an image Bearer? We spent enough time bearing the 

image of the earthly man.  Now, God wants us to bear the 

image of the heavenly man (Jesus). 

Take Back Easter Challenge:  God breathed life into Adam and 

He breathed life into us through His spirit.  It is a privilege to 

imitate Jesus by being a life giving spirit to people around us.  

Let’s bear His image today by giving someone an opportunity 

to worship with us on Easter Sunday. 

Day VII:  Saturday, March 26th 

1st Corinthians 15:50-52 

Verse 52   

In a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. 

For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised 

imperishable, and we will be changed. 

We will not all pass away before Christ returns. He wants us to 

be ready and waiting as if He might come at any time.   

Q:  What does the terminology “In a flash or a twinkling of an 

eye” communicate about when Jesus will come back? 

Since Jesus rose again and returned to His father in heaven. He 

is waiting for the right time to come back to bring us to heaven 

with him. A trumpet could sound at any time announcing 

Jesus’ return. Therefore, we always need to be ready! Those 
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who are not ready will miss out on eternity with God in heaven.  
Matthew 24:31 makes this even more clear. 

And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and 

they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one 

end of the heavens to the other. 

Q:  Who are the people you love and are concerned about 

that may not be ready for that day? 

Take Back Easter Challenge:  Call today and invite these 

people, God put on your heart and mind, to the “Take Back 

Easter” Service today. 

Resurrection Sunday, March 27th 

Read 1st Corinthians 15:53-58 

Verse 55 and 57  

“Where, O death, is your victory?  Where, O death, is   

your sting?” But thanks be to God! He gives us the 

victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Because Jesus died and rose again, we celebrate His 

resurrection. We celebrate that He gained victory over death.  

He swallowed it up in sweet victory!  

He victoriously asks, “where are your victories now”? Where is 

the sting of death now?  Satan lost his sting of death once Jesus 

rose again. Death, although sad for those we leave behind, is a 

victory for those in Christ. 

Take Back Easter Challenge: 

Take time today to mediate on the resurrection of Jesus and 

how this one event has changed your life.  No matter what 

challenges you face, Jesus has won the victory.  Therefore, you 

can stand firm in your faith.  Nothing can move you from your 
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secure position in Christ. Our labor in the Lord is never in vain.  

We will be richly rewarded with Jesus in heaven one day. 
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