
 



Dear Teen Parents!! 

We are so excited to welcome in your 7th grader into the Hampton Roads Teen Ministry. 
We are thrilled to help your young teens grow in their love for, and understanding of, God 
as they prepare to make some life changing decisions in their personal walks with God 
and enter their high school years. 

In order to help us get to know your teens better and make their transition into the teen 
ministry a successful one, please encourage your teen to take some time to consider and 
complete the questions on the attached discussion page. Then, we would like you to sit 
down with your teen to discuss the questions and their answers together. Please bring the 
handout with you, along with any questions you may have, to church on Tuesday, June 
19th or Wednesday, June 20th. 

Don't worry, details regarding Friday night devotionals and sitting with the teen ministry 
on Sundays and Tuesday/Wednesdays are soon to follow. Until then, however, please be 
very proactive in teaching and training your teens to... 

Take notes 
Teach them why we take notes and how to do so, effectively. Practice having your 
teen take one idea away from each sermon/lesson they sit in and discuss it with 
them in detail... how can they put that idea into practice? 

Please follow up with your Children’s 
Ministry Coordinators for this date.

7th graders will start sitting with parents in 
church service on Sundays and 
Wednesdays. 

Tuesday, June 19th or Wednesday, June 
20th (midweek service):

7th grade transition meeting for all 
upcoming 7th grade parents (please bring 
the completed discussion questions with 
you, along with any additional questions 
you or your teen may have). 

Friday July 27th at 7pm 7th graders are invited to their first teen 
devotional (check website calendar for 
devo details). 

Sunday July 29th 7th graders will start sitting with the teen 
ministry and begin to attend all teen events 
including devotionals. 



Give, and participate, in the fellowship and worship 
Teach them what it means to be part of a body that we look for ways to give and 
build up, not take, while fellowshipping with those around them as well as the 
older teens. Teach them to sing with a joyful heart. Show them what these areas 
look like and encourage them in it. Help them learn to sit still during service and 
pay attention to what is being said (limit the bathroom runs). 

Personal times with God 
Teach them what a quiet time is - why we have them and how to have an effective 
time with God. Show them how to read and meditate on God's word, as well as 
pour their hearts out to God. Do this through your own example and by having 
quiet times with them. 

Get to know the teen calendar  
As a family we would encourage you to get familiar with teen calendar, located 
on the church website under ministries, “Teens”. There you will find all the 
devotional and future event information. Take note that we have parent/teen 
devotionals the first Friday of the month, it’s an incredible time for both parent 
and teen! Devotionals do rotate primarily every other week from regional to 
congregational. No need to fret, all the info is right there on the website or just ask 
a teen leader.  

Prepare for Friday Devotionals 
Friday night devotionals are not optional; participation in these is an expectation 
of being in the teen ministry. They are a great time for fun and fellowship while 
getting spiritually fed, however, it is not a time for disorder. Start teaching your 
teens what to expect in a teen devotional - how to give and start conversations 
with the others teens, how to serve in the set up and break down of games, how to 
sit still and quiet, become an active listener and show respect to the others around 
them. 
*If you are not sure what to teach your teen about devotionals, please seek advice from other teen 
parents and/or the teen leaders. 

We look forward to seeing the powerful ways God is going to work! 

All our love, 

Jeff & Kelly Throne 

Jeff 630.303.6674 
Kelly 630.335.1035 
kthrone.hamptonroads@gmail.com  



Teen Ministry 
Teen & Family Discussion         Name ___________________________ 

Coming into the teen ministry is a big step. We would love the opportunity to get to know 
you better and make this transition a great success! To help us do this, teen, please 
consider the following questions both individually, as well as with your family, and have 
your parent bring it to church Tuesday, June 19th or Wednesday, June 20th. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact: 

Jeff Throne at 630.303.6674 
Kelly Throne at 630.335.1035 

What do you look forward to about joining the teen ministry? And, why? 

Are there any reasons you do not want to be in the teen ministry? What are they and 
why? 



What are your goals while being in the teen ministry? 

What are your fears about being in the teen ministry? 



Character of God 

Acts 17:16-28 
• God is a powerful, how do we see his power? What does it say in this passage 

about his power, what has he done? 
• What does it say that God has already done for you?  
• Why would God take an individual interest in you? What does that say about the 

character of God?  

John 3:16-21 
• What is God’s ultimate example of love?  
• Through Jesus, God shows his immense love for us. What was God’s goal in 

sending Jesus to earth?  
• How do you think God felt about sending his son to earth as a sacrifice for you? 

What does that say about who God is? 
• How have you seen God’s love in your life? 

Luke 15:11-24 
• What does the lost son demand? What ends up happening to the lost son? 
• How do you think the father must have felt when his son demanded his half of the 

estate, basically saying to his dad, “I wish you were dead, so give me my 
money?” 

• How do you think we can be like the son with our father, God?  
• What is the father’s response to his son, what does he do? What does this say 

about God our father? 
• What does the son do to earn a “welcome back” like the one he received?  

Challenge: 
• Read through one of the passages below each day and write down how you would 

describe God, what does this passage show us about who God is?  
• Through out your week focus on how God loves you and the ways he has shown 

and continues to show his love to you. Write them down in a journal.  

Exodus 3:1-17, Joshua 6:1-21, Joshua 7:1-26, 2 Samuel 7:1-17, 1 Kings 16-40, Nehemiah 
1&2:1-9, Daniel 6:1-28 



God’s Plan 

Eph 2:1-10 
• Everyone falls into sin and as we get older we deliberately make the decision to 

disobey God. We make our own choice to sin even though we know what is 
wrong and right in eyes of God. What does this passage say that makes us? 

• What do you think that means to be an “object of wrath” in God’s eyes? 
• There is a “but” he makes us “alive” through his son. What does “alive” in Christ 

mean? 
• What does the passage say comes along with “God’s great love”? 
• How would you define grace?  
• Why would God want to show us grace?  

Titus 3:3-7 
• What kind of life does this passage describe before Christ? 
• Why does God decide to save us even though we are living a dark and sinful life? 
• What have we done to deserve God’s love or grace?  
• Do you think you can ever earn God’s grace, why or why not? 

Acts 9:1-19 
• What was Saul doing before he ran into Jesus on the road? 
• Why would Jesus choose him, what had Saul done to deserve a special invitation 

to follow Jesus? 
• Why do you think Saul even listens to Jesus? 
• What does Saul ultimately do in this passage? What does he go on to do after his 

conversion?  
• What does this show about God’s grace for Saul and for us? 

Challenge: 
• Read through the book of Acts, one chapter a day. Pay attention to how God 

works through his Holy Spirit spreading the Gospel message and grace.  
• Write down in your journal how you see God’s plan of grace through each 

chapter.  
• Write down in your journal how God’s plan of grace affects you.  



Knowing Jesus 

John 1:1 &14 
• Who was Jesus? (God is the word and the word became flesh, Jesus) 
• Why would God send his son?  
• What does it mean to be full of “grace and truth?” What does that say about Jesus, 

a man “full of grace and truth?” 

John 2:13-17 
• What does this scripture say about who Jesus is? 
• How would you describe Jesus?  

John 8:12 
• What does Jesus mean when he says he is the “light of the world”? 
• What does it mean to walk in darkness? 
• What would be the only way to get out of darkness and into the light? 

John 14:1-6 
• What is the only way to heaven?  
• Not only does Jesus give us a way to heaven by pulling us from the darkness, 

what else does it say he has already done for us? 
• What do you think that says about the way Jesus sees you?  

Challenge: 
• Start to build a correct, biblical picture of Jesus by reading through the gospel of 

Mark. Read one chapter a day and write in your journal about what Jesus did and 
what that says about who he is.  

• At the end of the Mark put together a character profile of Jesus by thinking of all 
the things you have learned about Jesus through the gospel of Mark. Write down 
what you think it would be like to have a personal relationship with this Jesus. 


