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Happy Quiz Time!
1. Did you ask a seeker to study the Bible with you in the last three weeks?	


2. I’m trying to read my Bible, but sometimes I’m just too tired	


3. Is it really worth it to sacrifice so much for the Kingdom of God?	


4. Why are so concerned about my thoughts - I’m not hurting anyone by my 
thoughts?	


5. I told my friend how amazing it was that I bumped into just when I was 
looking to find out more about the Bible, but she said I’m just being 
superstitious.	


6. BONUS: How can I really know for sure that the Bible is not just the 
words of men but the Word of God?



Mark 2:5-12	

Mark 3:1-5	

Mark 3:33	


Mark 4:37-41	

Mark 8:14-21	

Mark 8:27-29	

Mark 10:2-3	


Mark 10:36-38	

Mark 11:27-33	

Mark 12:13-17, 

35-37	

Luke 7:40-50	

Luke 10:25-37	


John 21

1. And if you greet your brethren only, what is unusual about that? Do not the unbelievers do the same? (Matt 5:47) 

2. Can any of you by worrying add a single moment to your lifespan? Matt 6:27 
3. Why are you anxious about clothes? Matt 6:28 
4. Why do you notice the splinter in your brother’s eye yet fail to perceive the wooden beam in your own eye? (Matt 7:2) 
5. Do people pick grapes from thornbushes or figs from thistles? (Matt 7:16) 
6. Why are you terrified? (Matt 8:26) 
7. Why do you harbor evil thoughts? (Matt 9:4) 
8. Can the wedding guests mourn so long as the Bridegroom is with them? (Matt 9:15) 
9. Do you believe I can do this? (Matt 9:28) 
10. What did you go out to the desert to see? (Matt 11:8) 
11. To what shall I compare this generation? (Matt 11:6) 
12. Which of you who has a sheep that falls into a pit on the Sabbath will not take hold of it and lift it out? (Matt 12:11) 
13. How can anyone enter a strong man’s house and take hold of his possessions unless he first ties up the strong man? (Matt 12:29) 
14. You brood of vipers! How can you say god things when you are evil? (Matt 12:34) 
15. Who is my mother? Who are my brothers? (Matt 12:48) 
16. Why did you doubt? (Matt 14:31) 
17. And why do you break the commandments of God for the sake of your tradition? (Matt 15:3) 
18. How many loaves do you have? (Matt 15:34) 
19. Do you not yet understand? (Matt 16:8) 
20. Who do people say the Son of Man is? (Matt 16:13) 
21. But who do you say that I am? (Matt 16:15) 
22. What profit would there be for one to gain the whole world and forfeit his life  and what can one give in exchange  for his life? (Matt 16:26) 
23. O faithless and perverse generation how long must I endure you? (Matt 17:17) 
24. Why do you ask me about what is good? (Matt 19:16) 
25. Can you drink the cup that I am going to drink? (Matt 20:22) 
26. What do you want me to do for you? (Matt 20:32) 
27. Did you never read the scriptures? (Matt 21:42) 
28. Why are you testing me? (Matt 22:18) 
29. Blind fools, which is greater, the gold or the temple that makes the gold sacred….the gift of the altar that makes the gift sacred? (Matt 23:17-19) 
30. How are you to avoid being sentenced to hell? (Matt 23:33) 
31. Why do you make trouble for the woman? (Matt 26:10) 
32. Could you not watch for me one brief hour? (Matt 26:40) 
33. Do you think I cannot call upon my Father and he will not provide me at this moment with more than 12 legions of angels? (Matt 26:53) 



Purposeful 
Question Wedge	

Getting to a Seeker’s Heart



•How do you ask someone to study the Bible?	


•How do you begin a Bible study with a seeker?	


•Do you know why you are studying the topic 
you suggested?

EARLY (PRE-STUDY) 
QUESTIONS TO ASK



ASKING A SEEKER TO STUDY

DOs DON’Ts

Do !
Find out about their current relationship with God (status and goals)!
Suggest a Bible study that will help them pursue their goals!
Disclose that the study is just for them!
Ask if other Christians may join in!!
Don’t !
Ever employ any “bait and switch tactics”!
Arrive with Shining Like Stars or “processed notes”!
Surprise them in any way at the study - participants, time needed, topic of study, etc. 



SO WHAT’S YOUR AIM?

UNBELIEVER BELIEVER

Do you know why you are studying the particular Scriptures you chose to employ?!
Does your friend know why he/she is studying these Scriptures?!
Can you crystallize the aim of each GTG study in words (HINT: Each study usually has a dual aim to: 1. expose any misconceptions about “___,” and 2. 
inspire the seeker to Biblically pursue “____.”)!
Every scripture you study should help you achieve one or both of these aims.!
At the end of a particular study, you should expect God’s Word to achieve both aims.



• How do you ask someone to study the Bible?	

• How do you begin a Bible study with a 

seeker?	

• Do you know why you are studying the topic 

you suggested?

POWER OF QUESTIONS



The Pitfall of 
Preaching the 

Study



Pammy the Preacher	

Manny the Manipulator	

Vague Vern	

Limited Linda

STUDYING MARK 1:17

Pammy the Preacher: “A fisher of men is someone who catches men for Jesus.”!
Manny the Manipulator: “Isn’t it obvious that fishing for men means catching men for Jesus?”!
Vague Vern: “So what do you think that all means?”!
Limited Linda: “Do you know what it means to fish for men?”



POWER OF 
PURPOSEFUL 
QUESTIONS

• Purposeful Questions are empowering to the Seeker because it causes him/her to think critically!
• This empowerment translates into greater initiative to read and study God’s Word!
• It breeds both excitement about and confidence in the usefulness of Scripture!
• “Give a man a fish and he eats for a day; teach a man to fish  and he eats for a lifetime.” !
• Proverb 20:5 “The purposes of a man’s heart are deep waters, but a man of understanding draws them out.” Purposeful Questions draw this out.!
• Disciple the heart of the seeker with gentleness and respect!
• Progress to the heart following the “What – How – Why” approach (Interpretation– Application – Contemplation)!
• Never lose focus of the aim of the study as you examine each Scripture!
• Don’t procrastinate or avoid confrontation under the guise of “gentleness”



“The purposes of a man’s heart are deep 
waters, but a man of understanding 

draws them out.” 	

- Proverb 20:5

DRAWING OUT=EDUCATE



EDUCATING SEEKERS



THE PURPOSEFUL QUESTION WEDGE

Interpretation

Application

Contemplation

Matthew 6:33 “But seek first His Kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.”!!
Interpretation: “What does it mean to seek something “first?”!
Application:  “How are you going to make God’s Kingdom the first priority in your life?”!
Contemplation: “Why do want to take such steps for God?”



INTERPRETATION QUESTIONS	

WHAT’S THE POINT - THERE & THEN

A passage of Scripture cannot mean now what it could not have meant then 
Begin with the THERE and THEN to establish the interpretation for the HERE and NOW 
Building on the example of Matthew 6:33… interpretation questions would ask: 
“What is the ‘Kingdom of God’ to the ears of Jesus’ hearers? What does it mean to you?” 
“What is ‘Righteousness’ to Jesus’ audience? What does Righteousness mean to you?” 
“What’s the difference between ‘seeking His Kingdom’ and ‘seeking His Kingdom first’?”



INTERPRETATION QUESTIONS 
SEEKING GOD VIA 1TIM 4:7B-8 

“... rather, train yourself to be godly. For physical training 
is of some value, but godliness has value for all things, 

holding promise for both the present life and the life to 
come.”

What would physical training look like for an ancient athlete? Describe its consistency... intensity 
What would godly training look like for Timothy as he strove to live a Christian life? Describe its consistency ... intensity 
What is the specific value of training for godliness in this present life? ... and for the life to come?



INTERPRETATION QUESTIONS 
SEEKING GOD VIA 1TIM 4:7B-8 

“... rather, train yourself to be godly. For 
physical training is of some value, but 
godliness has value for all things, holding 
promise for both the present life and the 
life to come.”

What would physical training look like for an ancient athlete? Describe its consistency... intensity 
What would godly training look like for Timothy as he strove to live a Christian life? Describe its consistency ... intensity 
What is the specific value of training for godliness in this present life? ... and for the life to come?



APPLICATION QUESTIONS	

SEE IT HAPPEN - HERE & NOW

Having established the meaning of the text, it’s now time to apply the principle of the text to a seeker’s pursuit of God
Encourage the seeker to imagine (vividly) his application of the Scripture, for example:
“How will tomorrow be different if you spend it seeking God’s kingdom and righteousness First?”
“What will your prayer life look like this week if you seek first His Kingdom?”
“What will your Bible study look like this week if you seek first His Kingdom?”
“Describe your fellowship and worship this week if you seek first His Kingdom.”
(notice that not all Application Questions begin with “How”)



Application Questions 
Seeking God Via 1Tim 4:7B-8 

Have you ever engaged in physical training for something? (e.g. sports, dance, music, language) 
What did you learn about effective physical training from that experience? 
How can you apply those same principles to godliness training (e.g. consistency, intensity, purposefulness)? 
What would happen to your prayer life, bible study, fellowship, worship, and “coachableness” if you applied those principles this week? 
When and how will you train for godliness this week?



CONTEMPLATION QUESTIONS	

CONSIDER CAREFULLY - OBSTACLES & 

MOTIVATIONS

At this point, the Wedge comes to a very sharp point
Contemplation Questions probe the deeper motivations of the heart
Good Contemplation Questions expose what we really value and why we value it:
“Why have you put God and His Kingdom on the back burner while you have pursued your career?”
“Why does your boyfriend come first rather than God’s Kingdom?”
“Why do you value academic success over spiritual success?”



CONTEMPLATION QUESTIONS 
SEEKING GOD VIA 1TIM 4:7B-8 

Do you believe that godly training holds promise for this life... and for the life to come? What difference does that make for you? 
Why have you neglected godly training? What are the barriers that have distracted you from godly training? 
Why are you now deciding to pursue godliness with greater passion? 
What could derail your newfound conviction to train for godliness this week?



Purposeful Question 
Worksheets	

Putting It Into Practice

Never fail to plan… arrogance and laziness are the great impediments to planning
Crystallize your AIM for choosing these Scriptures
Ask questions to determine any preconceptions about the topic with your friend (how else will you know to clear up misconceptions – never assume!)
Ask questions to draw out the depths of your friend’s heart on the topic



DiscipleMaker Pillars



Interpretation 
!

Application 
!

Contemplation

• Matthew 7:7 & 7:13-14

• Matthew 13:44-46

• Matthew 6:25-33

• Acts 8:26-40

• Hebrews 11:6

• Jeremiah 29:10-13

• Acts 17:22-27

• Luke 13:22-27

• 1 Timothy 4:7b-8

• II Chronicles 15:1-4

• Acts 17:10-11

• Deuteronomy 4:28-31

• Daniel 9:3



The 
Purposeful 
Question 

Worksheet



Ed Anton
Seeking God

what it means to seek God
to seek God via biblical standards

Where do want to be in your relationship with God?
What have you been doing to try to seek God?
What has frustrated your past efforts to seek God?

initial study



Matthew 7:7 
and 7:13-14
!

•What’s the promise in v.7? How many will FIND God? 
•How many will really SEEK Him? 
•Will you? How?Why?

Luke 
13:22-30
!

•What is this man really trying to ask Jesus? What’s the personal implication to 
him that it is “only a few”? What will “every effort” look like for this man? What 
will “try” look like (for example in prayers, study, etc)? Why are the ones who 
“try” so surprised at the end result?
•Have you ever “made every effort” to achieve something? Apply that!

Ed Anton
Seeking God

what it means to seek God
to seek God via biblical standards

Where do want to be in your relationship with God?
What have you been doing to try to seek God?
What has frustrated your past efforts to seek God?

initial study



Ed Anton
Repentance

what Repentance means for Joe
to live for Christ rather than for self

Tell me your definition of “Repentance”
What’s a time in your life that you may have repented?
If you made a short film on Repentance, what would I see on the screen?

Convicted; Moved 
by Cross - needs 
rep.



Luke 3:7-12
!

•What did the seekers want? Why didn’t John simply baptize them? 
•What’s the difference between metanoia and the fruit of metanoia? How 
are they connected? Can you repent without showing it by its fruit?
•What was the mindset that produced a man who does/doesn’t’ share his 
food or coat?
•What would John say to you if you asked “What should I do then?”

Luke 13:1-5; 
6-9
!

•How does Jesus answer the people who want to know why 
tragedy happens? What perspective does Jesus want these 
people to have?
•What happens if you don’t repent? How will you know that 
you’ve repented? 

2nd 
Corinthians 
5:14-21

•What is meant to compel us? How can we be certain of that 
love? What does it compels us to do? How is that like 
repentance?
•If you no longer live for self but for Christ and no longer 
view people from a worldly point of view, then what will you 
start doing for people?Why is that a good indication of 
whether or not you’ve repented?

Acts 26:9-21
!

•At what point does Paul repent? How did his “rules for 
winning” change?
•Notice Jesus’ command to Paul in v. 18 which he obeys in v.
20 - what’s the parallel to “open their eyes” in v.20? How did 
Paul’s eyes open? How have your eyes opened? What should 
happen when you turn to God?
•What deeds will prove your repentance?

2nd 
Corinthians 
7:8-11
!

Luke 15
!



Applying Purposeful Questions In The 
Repentance Study

Scripture Purposeful Questions
2 Cor 7:10-11 •What’s the difference between Worldly and Godly Sorrow? 

•Which sorrow is described as lingering longer? 
•Tell me about a time of sorrow in which that sorrow did 
not lead to repentance

•How has that worldly sorrow led toward death?
•Why were you so sorrowful in that example?
•Why is ____ a vital characteristic in Godly Sorrow? How does 
____ lead to repentance?

Spoudē: Dispatched Diligence 
Paul, buoyant at the report from Titus, begins his celebration of the Corinthians’ godly sorrow with an exclamation: “Behold what this godly has produced!” The noun 

that Paul uses to introduce their noteworthy change is spoudē. Major translations render it as earnestness, eagerness, carefulness, diligence or haste. When Paul uses the 
related verb, it is most often translated “make every effort.” Thus spoudē expresses both importance and urgency. Think ambulance vs. taxi, firefighter vs. postman, 911 vs. 
411. In real estate, “earnest” money indicates a real intention to purchase a property. In accounting, “due diligence” indicates a thorough and careful examination of every 
detail. Does the Spirit’s conviction of sin and guilt likewise produce real intentions for a thorough repentance? We all have good intentions, but are your intentions marked 
by diligence, haste and earnestness? !
Apologia: A Drive to Clear Yourself 

After beginning his description with spoudē, Paul links it to six other characteristics of godly sorrow along an ascent of growing excitement. In the grammatical 
construction of 2 Corinthians 7:11, spoudē continues to intensify the additional characteristics. To our modern ears, Paul builds exclamation upon exclamation creating the 
effect: “And that’s not all! Godly sorrow has also produced…!” It has also produced apologia, which literally means “defense.” The context makes it highly unlikely that 
Paul was commending defensiveness or excuses. Instead, many English translations align with the Word Biblical Commentary’s observation that “the Corinthians were ‘keen 
to clear themselves’ of any further desire to condone the action of the offender or to make any more excuses for their past actions.” !
Homologia: Confession 

Breaking our covenant with God also demands confession,
4
 for confession means that we openly acknowledge and regard our sins in the same way that God regards 

them: !
“However, when they confess their iniquity and their ancestors’ iniquity which they committed by trespassing against me, by which they also walked in hostility 
against me (and I myself will walk in hostility against them and bring them into the land of their enemies) and then their uncircumcised hearts become humbled 
and they make up for their iniquity, I will remember my covenant with Jacob and also my covenant with Isaac and also my covenant with Abraham.” (Leviticus 
26:40–42 NET) 



PURPOSEFUL QUESTION WORKSHEETS	


HOMEWORK & QUIZ PREP	

1. Complete a Purposeful Question Worksheet 

(PQW) for a Seeking/Word Study or for a 
Discipleship Study	


2. Be ready to be quizzed on Scripture Bank (GAS) 
through Discipleship	


3. Ask Someone to Study the Bible!!!

Never fail to plan… arrogance and laziness are the great impediments to planning
Crystallize your AIM for choosing these Scriptures
Ask questions to determine any preconceptions about the topic with your friend (how else will you know to clear up misconceptions – never assume!)
Ask questions to draw out the depths of your friend’s heart on the topic


