
[Slide 1] Empty Nesters Series Outline: Generational Lift vs. Generational 
Drift. Theme Scripture: 2 Peter 1:1-15.

1. The Gray Zone. Goodness and Knowledge. Genesis 2:8-9. 
Quality Quiet Times That Lead To Generational Lift.

2. The Twilight Zone. Self-control. Titus 2:11-13. Dealing With 
"Respectable" Sins That Lead To Generational Drift.

3. The End Zone. Perseverance. 1 Timothy 4:11-16. Parenting That 
Lifts The Next Generation.

4. The Comfort Zone. Godliness. Titus 1:1-3. A Radical Faith That 
Lifts This Generation.

5. In The Zone. Mutual Affection. Matthew 22:39. Deliberate 
Discipleship (Church Relationships) That Lift Others Up.

6. DON'T Zone Out. Love. Matthew 22:37-38. How Your Theology 
Determines Lift Or Drift.

[Slides 2-10] Read 2 Peter 1:1-15.
[Slide 11] The Saint Peter guarantee.
[Slide 12] You will never fall away if you continually add to your faith these 
seven things we will discuss in our class this year!
[Slide 13] Time of supplication.
Prayer: Lord God, may your Holy Spirit work through the fellowship tonight 
and during each subsequent time we meet to enable all of us to grow in 
these character qualities in increasing measure. Indeed Lord, by the end of 
this year may our entire fellowship experience a renewed sense of 
effectiveness in our faith. Furthermore God, may you produce through us a 
faith that promotes Generational Lift rather Generational Drift here in this 
Church. All of these petitions we request for your own glory and goodness 
because it is only by our knowledge of you that any of these things are 
possible. Amen.
[Slide 14] The Gray Zone. I will explain later why I chose the color gray for 
the name of this Zone, For now, suffice it to say it was not solely because 
most of us here in this room, who have not colored our hair, wear a lot of 
gray on top of our heads.
[Slide 15] The character qualities of Goodness and Knowledge.
[Slide 16] What is Goodness?



[Slide 17] Goodness or "God-ness" is best summed up by the phrase 
"Christ formed in you" (from Galatians 4:19) which our fellowship spent a 
year studying back in 2015. Therefore, I will not be covering this character 
quality in this series.
[Slide 18] However, I have a homework assignment for you:
[Slide 19] Sometime over the next six weeks I would like you all to review 
the Body Builders Series located on the:
[Slide 20] Commonwealth Academy website, which is linked to our Church 
home page.
[Slide 21] I will now show you how to navigate the web-link to the 
Commonwealth Academy materials.
[Slide 22] Click of the "resources" tab.
[Slide 23] Look for the "more resources" tab.
[Slide 24] Click on the "more resources" tab.
[Slide 25] For your assignment, look for the "BodyBuilders III" tab under the 
"Leadership Resources" heading.
[Slide 26] Click on that tab to bring up,
[Slide 27] The "Solution Focused Discipling" menu.
[Slide 28] Then scroll down to the bottom to find,
[Slide 29] The "view/download the pdf presentation slides" tab.
[Slide 30] Click on that tab and,
[Slide 31] Voila, you are there! Here, as elsewhere, we are reminded that:
[Slide 32] The Christian life in its truth is likeness to God, the source and 
perfection of all good.
[Slide 33] So, what is Knowledge?
[Slide 34] A typical definition for knowledge is facts, information, and skills 
acquired by a person through experience or education. Though obtaining 
more Bible knowledge is useful,
[Slide 35] I believe the pursuit of wisdom will be even more beneficial to us. 
Although the distinction between knowledge and wisdom is becoming more 
blurred in our culture, what is very clear is that nowadays respect for older 
folks is becoming less commonplace. Worse yet, perhaps some seniors in 
our fellowship do not feel needed or respected.



[Slide 36] Typically it is assumed that with years we grow wiser. But, is that 
a given? Has wisdom accompanied our gray hairs? Is wisdom something 
we've strongly emphasized in our own character growth? What we're going 
to examine tonight is not just things we need to know, but more so, who we 
need to become. So, just what does Wisdom look like?
[Slide 37] According my grandson Cameron's mother, this is what wisdom 
looks like. But how does the Bible view wisdom? According to the gospel 
writer Luke, it was his best way of describing Jesus's early life.
[Slide 38] Luke 2:40. "And the child grew and became strong; he was filled 
with wisdom, and the grace of God was on him."
[Slide 39] Luke 2:52. "And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor 
with God and man."
[Slide 40] I conclude that to pursue wisdom is to pursue being like Jesus.
[Slide 41] Since we all live in an "Ask Google/Wikipedia" era, let's examine 
the Wikipedia definition of wisdom:
[Slide 42] Wisdom is the ability to think and act using:
[Slide 43] Knowledge,
[Slide 44] Understanding,
[Slide 45] Common Sense,
[Slide 46] Insight and,
[Slide 47] Experience. The most encouraging of these five elements for 
wisdom for all of us in this room should be [click] Experience. This is the 
one thing that all of us empty nesters qualify for simply because of our age.
[Slide 48] However, are the younger disciples more likely to ask you or 
"Siri" for direction in their life? If not you, why? Now there are some good 
things and bad things about living in "The Information Age?" But one 
drawback I see is the following:
[Slide 49] While driving around town, have you noticed what people do 
when they're stopped at a red light nowadays compared to what we did 
when we were younger? The concern I have is with regard to our excessive 
busyness. Do we allow ourselves time to reflect? To reflect on things that 
really matter - like discernment in our character.
[Slide 50] Where does discernment come from? Discernment is to possess 
wisdom, and be of good judgement; especially so with regard to subject 



matter often overlooked by others. Or as Charles Spurgeon aptly stated, 
"Discernment is not knowing the difference between right and wrong. It is 
knowing the difference between right and almost right."
[Slide 51] Most of us don't struggle over the things that are clearly either 
black or white, but about things that lie between black and white - that is, in 
"The Gray Zone."
[Slide 52] The comedian Billy Crystal summed up this struggle well, 

"By the time a man is wise enough to watch his step, he's too 
old to go anywhere."

but the Bible teaches that discernment is something that can be learned 
and discipleship is the conduit for learning discernment. And now for some 
practical advice:
[Slide 53] If the Internet (e.g., Google) is your primary reference source for 
more scholarly Bible study:
[Slide 54] First examine the author's potential bias. For example, are they 
representing their own website or a particular denomination more so than 
what the Bible says? What kind of seminary training do they have - 
conservative versus liberal?
[Slide 55] For example, here is a catchy website from which I thought I 
could enjoy reading some interesting articles on apologetics. But it didn't 
take much digging into the philosophy of the website authors to determine 
that they're biased towards substantiating their already publicized beliefs.
[Slide 56] Avoid other similar dogmatic traps by using multiple sources and 
authors to vet opinions.
[Slide 57] Watch out for the author who simply cites theological dictionary 
definitions, but does not provide the necessary expertise to analyze a 
particular word's usage in Scripture.
[Slide 58] Personally, I get the most out of reading the thesis research 
papers on a particular subject prepared by seminary doctoral candidates.
[Slide 59] If the topic is "controversial" or your findings are somewhat 
"unorthodox," then consider running your thoughts by your ministry 
leader(s) or congregational teacher(s) before solidifying your conclusion(s).
[Slide 60] And if you are not currently participating in a deliberate Bible 
study curriculum, then:



[Slide 61] Consider a topical study from "fruit passages" (like Galatians 
5:22-23; 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 or James 3:17) or elder/deacon (and their 
wives) qualifications (Titus 1:6-9, 1 Timothy 3:2-12) to grow in your Christ-
likeness.
[Slide 62] Consider a survey of Old and New Testament characters to grow 
in your Biblical discernment.
[Slide 63] Ask your spouse, discipleship partner or Bible Talk leader for 
suggested themes/topics to study.
[Slide 64] Share with your spouse or others in your ministry what 
decision(s) you've made from recent lessons/sermons.
[Slide 65] Consider how you can become a better student of the Bible by 
attending Bible Talk Leader meetings or some of the engaging Group 
Discussions Bill Throne hosts.
[Slide 66] Let's look at some Gray Zone examples from some of our recent 
sermons.
[Slide 67] Some of the more obvious (black and white) conclusions from 
Genesis 3 are that Adam and Eve tried to get away from God in the Garden 
after they sinned.
[Slide 68] A less obvious (gray zone) conclusion from Genesis 3 is that God 
tried to get close to Adam and Eve in the Garden after they sinned.
[Slide 69] Some of the more obvious (black and white) conclusions from 
Genesis 4 are that Cain didn't want to listen to God and stubbornly refused 
his counsel.
[Slide 70] A less obvious (gray zone) conclusion from Genesis 4 is that God 
initiated conversation with Cain even though Cain was the one with the bad 
offering, bad attitude and bad behavior.
[Slide 71] Some of the more obvious (black and white) conclusions from 
our recent study of The Great Commission are that we need to share our 
faith everywhere we go, baptize the lost and deliberately disciple the saved.
[Slide 72] A less obvious (gray zone) conclusion from Matthew 28:19-20 is 
that Jesus desires/promises companionship with us. You see sometimes 
we get so focused on the "doing" things for God (the black and white of 
Christianity) that we miss out on just "being" with Him (enjoying His 
company with us in The Gray Zone).



Summary: I know I have thrown a lot of information your way this evening 
so let me summarize a few key take-away convictions:
1. Quality Quiet Times that genuinely grow our faith can be a realistic 

expectation for all of us and our character growth can significantly 
influence the next generation after us.

2. Biblical knowledge, wisdom and discernment are virtues that are 
available to everyone here, but they do require intentionality and 
deliberate discipleship to be realized.

3. Your personal Bible study and evangelism can be and should be 
enjoyable.

[Slide 73] Discussion Questions:
1. How can or how will this Empty Nesters Series influence my approach 

to my personal Bible study?
2. Based upon this presentation, how might I alter my approach to sharing 

my faith with others (either the lost, my household or fellow disciples)?


