
 

 

FAMILY DEVOTIONAL ON INTEGRITY 

PURPOSE:  To define integrity, and to illuminate the many areas that we can grow in our 
integrity, in order to help us be ‘closer’ to the model of Jesus. 

SCRIPTURES:  Mark 12:14; Proverbs 15:3; Proverbs 10:9; Matthew 7:12 

ACTIVITY:  Secretly set up a video camera in a room unknown to your children.  Send them to 
that room to clean or perform a certain task that you asked them to do (ie clean your room, wash 
your hands with soap, etc.).  Later you will use this video for the devotional.  I would suggest to 
watch the video beforehand in order to point out integrity or lack of integrity adequately.   

! What does it mean to have integrity?  (For older children a great opportunity to discuss & 
elaborate on the many aspects of integrity beyond simple honesty.) 

• To be honest & truthful. 
• To be blameless; righteous or upright 
• Doing the right thing when no one is watching. 
• Holding faithfully to a moral standard or set of values/principles 
• Charles Swindol says, “Integrity is having the guts to tell the truth, even if it may 

hurt to do so. Integrity is having the guts to be honest, even though cheating may 
bring about a better grade. Integrity is having the guts to quote sources rather than to 
plagiarize.” (emphasis mine) 

What was said about Jesus in Mark 12:14 is that he was a man of integrity.   

! What made Jesus a man of integrity? 
• Not swayed by others 
• Not paying attention or concerned by what others thought or said 
• He held onto the truth 
• He obeyed God and not people 

! What are ways that we are tempted to be swayed by others? 
! Why are we swayed by others? 
! What truths should we be holding to? 
! Why do we obey people and not God? 

What should help us have integrity is the fact that God is always watching even if no one else is.  
If we do right before God then we are doing right. 

SHOW THE VIDEO: Discuss what was asked of them.  Who was watching? (Not Mom/Dad, 
but God)—Prov 15:3.  God is always watching! 

Having (personal) integrity is also motivated by keeping our promises to ourselves.  It is having 
a standard for ourselves because we, ourselves, are watching.  It is also having the same standard 
for ourselves as we have for others.  Mathew 7:12 

Proverbs 10:9 



! What are the benefits of having integrity? 
! What is the opposite of having integrity? (Crooked; dishonest; hypocrisy) 
! What are the consequences of being crooked? 
!  Which is more comforting and why? 

POINT: Though integrity requires guts, it is so rewarding because you are true to God and to 
yourself. 



Fun Activity: MAD LIB 
 
First I will need some words, so listen carefully, and raise 
your hand if you have an idea. 
 

1. (name)______________________ 
2. (thing)______________________ 
3. (place)______________________ 
4. (man’s name)__________________ 
5. (number)____________________ 
6. (animal-plural)_______________ 
7. (store)___________________ 
8. (amount of money)____________ 

 

One day (name)_________   was going to the temple to 

make a sacrifice, which is something you give to God.  It 

can be because you want to worship God, or it can be 

because you have done something wrong.  And 

for (name)_________, it was because he/she did 

something wrong; he/she stole a (thing) _________ from 

the (place) _________ . When (name) _________  got to 

the temple, the priest (man’s name)_________      went 

out to meet him/her, and when he heard about the stolen  

(thing) _________ , he told (name) _________ he/she 

would need to bring (number)________ (animal-plural) 

_________ .(Name)_________  was in shock! (Number) 

_________ (animal-plural) _________ !So (name) 

_________      went out into the open temple grounds to 

visit the (store) _________  .  It was right there in the 

temple!  This was going to make it easy to find those  

(number) _________   (animal-plural) _________              

                                                          . 

But easy turned out to be expensive.1.(name) 

_________   was in shock.  It was going to cost 8. 

(amount of money) _________, twice as much money as 

it should be! 

 
Discussion: What was (name) ___________  going to do? 
 

Family Discussion: What would you if you had done 
something wrong and it was too expensive to get 

forgiveness?  

FAMILY DEVOTIONAL: BOLDNESS 
 

FUN ACTIVITY: MAD LIB 
 

LESSON INTRODUCTION 
After the Mad Lib cause a big scene by knocking over the table 
with a loud crash. If the table is too large to overturn, use the 
tablecloth and cause a scene by yanking it off the table.  
 
Ask: Did that get your attention?  
 
Say: Jesus did something similar in the big temple in Jerusalem. 
Do you think people noticed? Of course they did! Let’s read the 
story in the bible and learn why Jesus act this way. 
 
Text:  John 2:13-17 
 
Background: The merchants sold animals for sacrifices. Animals 
for sacrifices had to be perfect, without a mark or a spot on them. 
The Temple employed officials. These officials examined the 
animals that people brought for sacrifices. But the officials were 
not fair or honest. They accepted only the animals that people 
had bought from the Temple. They rejected any animals that 
people had bought from places outside the Temple. So this 
forced everyone to buy animals from the Temple. But these 
animals cost much more than usual. They were very expensive, 
so that the merchants made a big profit 
 

FAMILY DISCUSSION 
Q1. What was Jesus feeling emotionally toward the merchants in 
the temple? Why?  
 
Q2: What might people think about Jesus’ action?  
 
Q3: Would you have found it hard to respond the way Jesus did? 
[Jesus was bold] 
 
Q4: What are some conversations or things that people talk 
about or do that could make Jesus upset today?  
 
Q5: How might Jesus respond if he heard and saw these things? 
 
Q6: What fears might you have when it comes to having the 
boldness that Jesus displays in situations when we see people 
doing things that are hurtful to others? 
 

FAMILY APPLICATION 
A1: How can I personally show Jesus’ boldness when I 
see situations that are unjust?  
 
A2: How can we as a family have Jesus’ boldness when 
we see acts of injustice?   



Fall	  Campaign:	  Closer	  
Family	  Devotional	  
 

MAIN IDEA: Jesus called disciples to help in his work.  Jesus still calls us to be his disciples.  He 
calls us to follow his teaching and to help with God’s work.    
 
MEMORY VERSE: “…Jesus told Simon, ‘Don’t be afraid!  From now on you will bring in people 
instead of fish.’”—Luke 5:10b CEV 
 
OPENING QUESTION: Do you ever feel that God is asking you to do impossible things? Are 
there some children, students or coworkers in your class who are very difficult to talk to about God?  
Do you feel that you do not know how to reach them? How does that make you fell  
 
TEXT: LUKE 5:1-11 (READ THE TEXT) 

! How does this story of the calling of the disciples speak to those feelings of feeling impossible 
to reach people or catch people for God? 

o As a family or household, act out  
o Characters: Jesus ,  Simon and partners on the boat, Fish  
o Props: couch(boat) and  sheet (net) 

 
DISCUSS FAMILY ACTIVITY:  
Share what you learned from the activity.  

1. How did the men catch so many fish?  
2. How are people like fish?  
3. What did Jesus mean when He told the disciples they would catch men?  
4. Have you ever gone fishing? If so, what bait did you use?  
5. What kind of bait can we use when we fish for people?  
6. Where can we go fishing for people? 
7. Imagine you caught five hundred in an hour. How could it have happened? 
8. How can we as a family or household catch many people for God? 
 

APPLICATION: 
! Everyone write down 2 people that are in their fishing pond (job, classroom, etc.)  
! Make a list of 5 ways (bait) that you can as a family reach out to your friends. 

 
CONCLUSION 

1. Pray for the people on your list 
2. Decide on one way that your family/household will reach out to a friend 
 



Family Devotional On Faith

Matthew 14:22-33

Big Idea:  There are many things in this life that can get our attention.  Many of them keep us from doing 
amazing and inspiring things for God.  There is no greater distraction than fear. Imagine what we God 
could do through us if we were to have faith rather than fear?  Let us learn to look at Jesus no matter 
what is going on around us.

Ice Breaker:  
(Option 1) Place a line of rope/yarn/tape on the ground from one point in a room to another.  This line will 
serve as a path where one person will be asked to walk along it on two separate occasions without 
stepping off.  Stepping off of this line will represent sinking into the water. Have a person stand at the end 
of the line to serve as a focal point for the one walking. (Peter having faith in Jesus’ words)

On the first occasion, have the person walk along the line towards the other person. It should be very 
simple.  On the second occasion, have them walk along the line but have a few others all of the sudden 
begin to create multiple distractions to detract from their focus.  The person at the end of the line should 
provide encouragement to stay focused on them instead.  Try a few different times with different people. 
Vary the types of distractions.

How much harder was it to walk when looking at the distractions around you?  How did the 
encouragement to look towards the person at the end of the line aid in walking the line?

(Option 2)  Re-create the scene itself! Get creative and act it out.  Use a couch for the boat, a fan for the 
wind, and pillows on the ground to simulate staying on the surface of the water.  Use props to make it this 
story come to life for your kids! 

Read the Text: Matthew 14:22-33 (read this after the Ice Breaker) 

Talk to you children about the opportunities to have faith in the face of fear & other distractions:

1) What did the disciples think they saw on the water at first?
2) What did Jesus tell the disciples when they were afraid?
3) What was Peter willing to do that the others were not?
4) Why do you think Peter was willing to get out of the boat?
5) Why was Peter able to walk on water for as long as he did?
6) What was Peter focused on as he began to sink?
7) What did Jesus say about Peter’s faith?
8) What do you think would have happened if Peter’s fears didn’t cause him to doubt?
9) Do you think Peter was upset that he got distracted by his fears?
10) What do you think about Jesus’ ability to walk on water and calm the winds?
11) Why do you think Jesus cares so much about our faith?

Beginning with Mom and finishing with Dad, give everyone the opportunity to talk about what has been 
distracting them from greater faith in Jesus OR share about a situation where you have been fearful 
instead of faithful  Brainstorm as a family about the reasons you can have faith in Jesus over fears and 
the distractions.  Use these reasons to help each family member “take courage” in those situations.  
Follow up throughout the week to help everyone have victories in overcoming their fears and distractions.  
Finish with a prayer for each opportunity to show faith rather than fear! 

Scripture Memory Verse:

Matthew 14:27 - “But Jesus immediately said to them:  ‘Take Courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.”
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