
IF THE KING IS A SERVANT 

TEXT: MATTHEW 20:20-28 
Icebreaker: What’s Your Favorite . . . Have everyone write their name on a piece of paper, then write the answer to each of these questions: What are 

your favorite food, animal, TV show, hobby, and color?  Ask that they not let anyone else see their answers. Gather the paper and begin reading the 

answers to the whole group and have attendees try to guess who each set of answers belongs to. 

 

Opening Question: If you could be the President of the United States for one week what would you do? Why? When you evaluate what 
you would do as President, do you think that you would be serving the people or ruling over them? How do you distinguish whether you 
are serving or ruling?   
 
Text: Matthew 20:20-21 
Question: Why do you think their mother ask Jesus to grant her sons position of power?  
Question: What do you imagine the sons thought that such power would look like or what we they do if they had these positions?  
Question: If Jesus was able to grant them the positions they wanted, how do you think the bible would or history would change?  
Question: What would you do if you were granted such powerful positions by the right and left of Jesus?  
 
Matthew 20:22-23 
Question: What was Jesus’ answer to their request?  
Question: What is this cup that Jesus was referring to?  

 Jesus asked if they could share what he was going to suffer. 
Question: What suffering would Jesus have to go through in being the King of the Jews? 
Question: Why would someone with such power and authority have to suffer so much?  
Question: Would you allow yourself to go through the suffering that Jesus went through and his followers would go through if you were a 
King with authority and power?  
Question: What do you think most of the world would do today if they had Jesus’ authority and power? How would the world be different?  
 
Matthew 20:24-28 
Question: Why were the other disciples so indignant? 
Question: Have you ever felt upset when someone tried to do something underhanded to get a position above you? 
Question: How did Jesus contrast the world’s view of authority and the authority that his followers would have?  
Question: If you were one of Jesus’ disciples and he explained that greatness was being a servant and being last, how would you feel or 
respond? 
Question: Do you believe that most people who claim to be followers of Jesus, live their lives by the principle of “to become great you 
must become a servant”? Why or why not?  
Question: What are some of the challenges of being a servant for Jesus?  
Questions: Have you ever felt taken advantage of for being a servant of Jesus? How did it make you feel?  
Question: How did Jesus’ show his greatness by giving his life as a ransom for many? How did people treat Jesus after he gave so 
much? How do you think it made Jesus feel? 
 

Go around the room and every share one way that Jesus served mankind. 
 
Question: If Jesus, defined greatness as being a servant, then which ways should we be serving others if we are to be great 
 

Charge: Make a decision to serve someone this way in the way that Jesus served people. 
Decide to give your life as a ransom for many. Write down who you will serve this week. 


