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God loves the oppressed and the oppressor...



The Blind Beggar (LK 18:35-43)

Called "Bartimaeus" 

Means "Son of Timaeus" 

Mentioned in all synoptic 
gospels with slight variations 

Two beggars 

Was he healed while Jesus 
was entering or leaving 
Jericho?



The answer is both!
There is an Old & New Testament Jericho.



The Rhetoric

Crowd: Jesus of Nazareth 

Beggar: Jesus, Son of David 

Beggar: Son of David 

Beggar: Lord 

Crowd: Praise to God (for healing by Jesus)



The oppressed...

Crowds were traveling with Jesus as he was passing by... 

The blind man cries out "Jesus, Son of David, have 
mercy on me!" 

Despite opposition from the crowd, he manages to get 
Jesus' attention... 

Jesus asked the blind man, "What do you want me to do 
for you?"



Viewed as offering a service 
to the community 

Gave public praise for every 
donation 

The blind did ok... 

Jesus May have been 
getting him to count the 
cost of seeing...



The oppressed cont'd...
The beggar was healed because of his faith 

He had the faith that Jesus had the power of 
God to heal him 

He believed that Jesus has compassion on the 
poor  

He was confident that Jesus was the Messiah and 
acknowledges him as Lord



Zaccheus the Tax Collector
Luke 19:1-10 



The Rhetoric
1. Jesus comes 

2. Zaccheus - a rich man 

3. The crowd (hostile) 

4. Up the tree 

5. Jesus' act of costly love 

6.Down the tree 

7. The crowd (angry) 

8. Zaccheus - money for others 

9. Jesus' final word of love

Ring Composition 
or 

Inverted Parallelism



Tax Collectors in the first century...

Tax Collectors (Publicans) were located at strategic 
locations with high traffic 

Tax Farming - money went to the ruling government 

Jews hated tax collectors for 3 main reasons: 

Collected money for a foreign power 

They got rich at the expense of others 

Frequent contact with Gentiles 



Zaccheus broke two major social norms...
1. He ran 
2. He climbed a tree.



The oppressor...

Zaccheus' actions impact Jesus 

Jesus changes his plans 

Jesus broke a social norm by asking to stay at his house 

Zaccheus was impacted by Jesus and radically repented 

He gladly welcomed Jesus and gave a formal response 
using the typical exaggerated language... 



Contemporary western version of 
Zaccheus' speech...

Rabbi Jesus, I have been robbing these people blind 
for years and I now deeply regret it. The money is 
spent and I cannot pay it back. But I will do all I can. I 
hearby pledge myself to start with a large gift to the 
poor of the community.  Furthermore, I will review my 
accounts, choose those whom I have hurt the most and 
within my limited remaining assets, will pay back as 
much as I can. I hope the community will recognize my 
limitations in these matters.



Final Thoughts

Jesus cares for everyone - 
both the oppressed and 
the oppressor 

As we go through life, we 
need to take the time to 
consider how much we can 
reach each individual 
where they are...

We have a lot to learn from 
Bartimaeus and Zaccheus... 

How is my faith when times 
are tough? Do I still seek 
after Jesus with everything  
I have? 

Am I will willing to look like a 
fool to get Jesus' attention?


