
  

Inauguration of Jesus' Ministry
Luke 4:16-31



  

He came to Nazareth, where 
He had been brought up.  As usual, 
He entered the synagogue on the 
Sabbath day and stood up to read.  
The scroll of the prophet Isaiah was 
given to Him, and unrolling the 
scroll, He found the place where it 
is written: 

The spirit of the Lord is on 
Me, because He has anointed 
Me to preach good news to 
the poor. He has sent Me to 
proclaim freedom to the 
captives and recovery of 
sight to the blind, to set free 
the oppressed, to proclaim 
the year of the Lord's favor.  

He then rolled up the scroll, gave it 
back to the attendant, and sat 
down.  An the eyes of everyone in 
the synagogue were fixed on Him.  
He began by saying to them, “Today 
as you listen, this Scripture has 
been fulfilled.”  

They were all speaking well of 
Him and were amazed by the 
gracious words that came from His 
mouth, yet they said, “Isn't this 
Joseph's son?”

Then He said to them, “No 
doubt you will quote this proverb to 
Me: 'Doctor, heal yourself.  So all 
we've heard that took place in 
Capernaum, do here in Your 
hometown also.”

He also said, “I assure you: No 
prophet is accepted in his 
hometown.  But I say to you, there 
were certainly many widows in 
Israel in Elijah's days, when the sky 
was shut up for three years and six 
months while a great famine came 
over the land.  Yet Elijah was not 
sent to any of them – but to a widow 
at Zaraphath in Sidon.  And in the 
prophet Elisha's time, there were 
many in Israel who had serious skin 
diseases, yet not one of them was 
healed – only Naaman the Syrian.  

Luke 4:16 – 31



  

When they heard this, 
everyone in the synagogue was 
enraged.  They got up, drove 
Him out of town, and brought 
Him to the edge of the hill that 
their town was built on, 
intending to hurl Him over the 
cliff.  But He passed right 
through the crowd and went on 
His way.  

Then He went down to 
Capernaum, a town in Galilee, and 
was teaching them on the 
Sabbath.

Luke 4:16 – 31, cont.



  

Why such hostility over simple proclamation?

To understand the crowd's violent reaction we must understand: 

1. goal of community of Nazareth

2. the referenced passages, as read by Jesus: 
a. Isaiah 61
b. Isaiah 58:6

3. the prophetic calling of Galilee
a. Isaiah 9



  

Why such hostility over simple proclamation?

To understand the crowd's violent reaction we must understand: 

1. goal of community of Nazareth
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Apparently Isaiah is important to these folks!

Related



  

How Galilee became “of the Gentiles”

www.katapi.org/uk

Hiram king of Tyre having supplied 
him [Solomon] with cedar and 
cypress logs and gold for his every 
wish – King Solomon gave Hiram 
20 towns in the land of Galilee.  

   - 1 Kings 9:11 (emphasis added)

Lost/gained throughout OT history

Intense nationalism flared in 
Galilee during the time of Roman 
occupation.



  

Motivations for establishing Nazareth

1. Retake what is rightfully Israel's

2. Establish foothold from which strict Judaism could flow 

3. Prophetic calling



  

Scriptural basis for settlement

Isaiah 9
Nevertheless, the gloom of the 

distressed land will not be like that 
of the former times when He 
humbled the land of Zebulun and 
the land of Naphtali.  But in the 
future He will bring honor to the 
Way of the Sea, to the land east of 
the Jordan, and to Galilee of the 
nations [gentiles]. 

The people walking in darkness 
have seen a great light; a light has 
dawned on those living in the land 
of darkness.  You have enlarged the 
nation and increased its joy.  The 
people have rejoiced before You as 
they rejoice at harvest time and as 
they rejoice when dividing spoils.  
For You have shattered their yoke 
and the rod on their shoulders, the 
staff of their oppressor, just as You 
did in the day of Midian.  For the 
trampling boot of battle and the 
bloodied garments of war will be 
burned as fuel for the fire. 

For a child will be born for us, a son 
will be given to us, and the 
government will be on His 
shoulders.  He will be named 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.  
The dominion will be vast, and its 
prosperity will never end.  He will 
reign on the throne of David and 
over his kingdom, to establish and 
sustain it with justice and 
righteousness from now on and 
forever.  The zeal of the Lord of 
Hosts will accomplish this. 



  

Isaiah 9 breakdown

Nevertheless, the gloom of the 
distressed land will not be like that 
of the former times when He 
humbled the land of Zebulun and 
the land of Naphtali.  But in the 
future He will bring honor to the 
Way of the Sea, to the land east of 
the Jordan, and to Galilee of the 
nations [gentiles]. 

The people walking in darkness 
have seen a great light; a light has 
dawned on those living in the land 
of darkness.  You have enlarged the 
nation and increased its joy.  The 
people have rejoiced before You as 
they rejoice at harvest time and as 
they rejoice when dividing spoils.  
For You have shattered their yoke 
and the rod on their shoulders, the 
staff of their oppressor, just as You 
did in the day of Midian.  For the 
trampling boot of battle and the 
bloodied garments of war will be 
burned as fuel for the fire. 

Humbled/disgraced: 
indicates repeated occurrence

Bring honor: 
indicates occurs once and continues without 

change

Way of Sea, east of Jordan, Galilee: 
honor brought to these lands...how?

People in darkness: 
people in northern realms of Israel (i.e. Galileans)

Dawning light: 
Messianic reign begins in “land of darkness”

Nation/joy enlarged, rejoicing:
return to glory associated with Solomon

Day of Midian: 
Gideon's route of Midian army

Great promises...but how does this happen?



  

www.katapi.org/uk



  

Isaiah 9 breakdown

For a child will be born for us, a son 
will be given to us, and the 
government will be on His 
shoulders.  He will be named 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.  
The dominion will be vast, and its 
prosperity will never end.  He will 
reign on the throne of David and 
over his kingdom, to establish and 
sustain it with justice and 
righteousness from now on and 
forever.  The zeal of the Lord of 
Hosts will accomplish this. 

Child born: 
Messianic ruler to retake David's throne

Prosperity/justice:
never ending



  

Isaiah 9 breakdown

For a child will be born for us, a son 
will be given to us, and the 
government will be on His 
shoulders.  He will be named 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.  
The dominion will be vast, and its 
prosperity will never end.  He will 
reign on the throne of David and 
over his kingdom, to establish and 
sustain it with justice and 
righteousness from now on and 
forever.  The zeal of the Lord of 
Hosts will accomplish this. 

Child born: 
Messianic ruler to retake David's throne

Prosperity/justice:
never ending

By the way: 
All this comes through Galilee
Common early Jewish belief



  

The Spirit of the Lord God is on 
Me, because the Lord has anointed 
Me to bring good news to the poor.  
He has sent Me to heal the 
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to 
the captives and freedom to the 
prisoners; to proclaim the year of 
the Lord's favor, and the day of our 
God's vengeance; to comfort all 
who mourn, to provide for those 
who mourn in Zion; to give them a 
crown of beauty instead of ashes, 
festive oil instead of mourning, and 
splendid clothes instead of despair.  
And they will be called righteous 
trees, planted by the Lord to glorify 
Him.  

They will rebuild the ancient 
ruins; they will restore the former 
devastations; they will renew the 
ruined cities, the devastations of 
many generations.  Strangers will 
stand and feed your flocks, and 
foreigners will be your plowmen and 
vinedressers.  

But you will be called the Lord's 
priests; they will speak of you as 
ministers of our God; you will eat 
the wealth of the nations, and you 
will boast in their riches.  Because 
your shame was double, and they 
cried out, “Disgrace is their portion,” 
therefore, they will possess double 
in their land, and eternal joy will be 
theirs.  

For I Yahweh love justice; I 
hate robbery, and injustice; I will 
faithfully reward them and make an 
everlasting covenant with them.  
Their descendants will be known 
among the nations, and their 
posterity among the peoples.  All 
who see them will recognize that 
they are a people the Lord has 
blessed.  

Scriptural basis for settlement 2.0



  

The Spirit of the Lord God is on 
Me, because the Lord has anointed 
Me to bring good news to the poor.  
He has sent Me to heal the 
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to 
the captives and freedom to the 
prisoners; to proclaim the year of 
the Lord's favor, and the day of our 
God's vengeance; to comfort all 
who mourn, to provide for those 
who mourn in Zion; to give them a 
crown of beauty instead of ashes, 
festive oil instead of mourning, and 
splendid clothes instead of despair.  
And they will be called righteous 
trees, planted by the Lord to glorify 
Him.  

They will rebuild the ancient 
ruins; they will restore the former 
devastations; they will renew the 
ruined cities, the devastations of 
many generations.  Strangers will 
stand and feed your flocks, and 
foreigners will be your plowmen and 
vinedressers.  

Isaiah 61 breakdown

Spirit of Lord God: 
authority on the anointed

Because: 
potential word play

Poor:
coming later

Heal brokenhearted:
points to Israel

Captives and prisoners: 
introduces divine justice and opening of eyes

Year/day; mercies distributed: 
day of vengeance, year of outpouring of favor

Rebuilding, renewals: 
restoring to former glory

Strangers do work



  

But you will be called the Lord's 
priests; they will speak of you as 
ministers of our God; you will eat 
the wealth of the nations, and you 
will boast in their riches.  Because 
your shame was double, and they 
cried out, “Disgrace is their portion,” 
therefore, they will possess double 
in their land, and eternal joy will be 
theirs.  

For I Yahweh love justice; I 
hate robbery, and injustice; I will 
faithfully reward them and make an 
everlasting covenant with them.  
Their descendants will be known 
among the nations, and their 
posterity among the peoples.  All 
who see them will recognize that 
they are a people the Lord has 
blessed.  

Isaiah 61 breakdown

Lord's priests: 
return to full-time worship

Divine justice: 
double portion of joy/glory
God loves justice

Everlasting covenant: 
recalling days of Abraham, Issac, Jacob, Moses



  

But you will be called the Lord's 
priests; they will speak of you as 
ministers of our God; you will eat 
the wealth of the nations, and you 
will boast in their riches.  Because 
your shame was double, and they 
cried out, “Disgrace is their portion,” 
therefore, they will possess double 
in their land, and eternal joy will be 
theirs.  

For I Yahweh love justice; I 
hate robbery, and injustice; I will 
faithfully reward them and make an 
everlasting covenant with them.  
Their descendants will be known 
among the nations, and their 
posterity among the peoples.  All 
who see them will recognize that 
they are a people the Lord has 
blessed.  

Isaiah 61 breakdown

Lord's priests: 
return to full-time worship

Divine justice: 
double portion of joy/glory
God loves justice

Everlasting covenant: 
recalling days of Abraham, Issac, Jacob, Moses

By the way: 
The one who makes this happen is the 
Messiah...who starts His work in Galilee (Isaiah 9)



  

The spirit of the Lord is on 
Me, because He has anointed 
Me to preach good news to 
the poor. He has sent Me to 
proclaim freedom to the 
captives and recovery of 
sight to the blind, to set free 
the oppressed, to proclaim 
the year of the Lord's favor.

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me
For he has anointed me:

A to preach good news to the poor (what about binding up broken hearted?)

B sent me to proclaim to prisoners freedom

C  to open eyes of blind

B'  to send forth the oppressed (imported from Is. 58:6)

A'  to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord...and? 

Jesus edits Isaiah



  

Isaiah 58
“Cry out loudly [with open 

throat], don't hold back!  Raise your 
voice like a trumpet.  Tell My people 
their transgression and the house of 
Jacob their sins.  They seek me day 
after day and delight to know My 
ways, like a nation that does what is 
right and does not abandon the 
justice of their God.  They ask Me 
for righteous judgments; they 
delight in the nearness of God.”

“Why have we fasted but You 
haven't noticed?”

“Look, you do as you please on 
the day of your fast, and oppress all 
your workers.  You fast with 
contention and strife to strike 
viciously with your fist.  You cannot 
fast as you do today, hoping to 
make your voice heard on high.  
Will the fast I choose be like this: A 
day for a person to deny himself, to 
bow his head like a reed, and to 
spread out sackcloth and ashes?

Isn't the fast I choose: to break the 
chains of wickedness, to untie the 
ropes of the yoke?  … At that time, 
when you call, the Lord will answer; 
when you cry out, He will say, 'Here 
I am.'  If you get rid of the yoke 
among you, the finger-pointing and 
malicious speaking, and if you offer 
your bread to the hungry, and 
satisfy the afflicted one, then your 
light will shine in the darkness and 
your night will be like noonday.  The 
Lord will lead you...”

Context of Isaiah 58:6



  

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me
For he has anointed me

A to preach good news to the poor

B sent me to proclaim to prisoners – freedom 

C  and to the blind – recovery of sight

B'  to send forth the oppressed – in freedom

A'  to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord

Given the context of Isaiah 58, could there be any good examples of the 
faith God desires in us?  

- Widow 
- Naaman

Jesus edits Isaiah



  

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me
For he has anointed me

A to preach good news to the poor

B sent me to proclaim to prisoners – freedom 

C  and to the blind – recovery of sight

B'  to send forth the oppressed – in freedom

A'  to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord

Jesus edits Isaiah

Message of justice advocacy



  

Done!



  

The spirit of the Lord is on 
Me, because He has anointed 
Me to preach good news to 
the poor. He has sent Me to 
proclaim freedom to the 
captives and recovery of 
sight to the blind, to set free 
the oppressed, to proclaim 
the year of the Lord's favor.  

They were all speaking well of Him 
and were amazed by the gracious 
words that came from His mouth, 
yet they said, “Isn't this Joseph's 
son?”

... there were certainly many 
widows in Israel in Elijah's days, 
when the sky was shut up for three 
years and six months while a great 
famine came over the land.  Yet 
Elijah was not sent to any of them – 
but to a widow at Zaraphath in 
Sidon.  And in the prophet Elisha's 
time, there were many in Israel who 
had serious skin diseases, yet not 
one of them was healed – only 
Naaman the Syrian.
. . . 
When they heard this, everyone in 
the synagogue was enraged.  They 
got up, drove Him out of town, and 
brought Him to the edge of the hill 
that their town was built on, 
intending to hurl Him over the cliff.  

Luke 4:16 – 31
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