
Jesus	  Born!	  
	  
The	  story	  of	  Jesus	  begins	  with	  his	  birth.	  It	  is	  amazing	  that	  of	  all	  the	  ways	  God	  could	  
have	  come,	  he	  chose	  to	  come	  as	  a	  helpless	  baby.	  
	  
Ice	  Breaker:	  

1. Were	  you	  ever	  in	  a	  Christmas	  program?	  What	  part	  did	  you	  play?	  
2. Parents:	  What	  was	  your	  reaction	  when	  you	  found	  out	  you	  were	  going	  to	  have	  

your	  first	  baby?	  
	  
Read	  Luke	  1:1-20	  
	  

1. What	  impresses	  you	  about	  Mary	  and	  Joseph	  in	  this	  story?	  [dutiful	  citizens,	  
line	  of	  David,	  humble	  surroundings,	  their	  faith,	  etc.]	  

	  
2. Why	  do	  you	  suppose	  the	  Savior	  of	  the	  world	  was	  born	  in	  an	  obscure	  village	  

and	  laid	  in	  a	  manger	  [to	  fulfill	  prophecy,	  to	  show	  he	  was	  human,	  God	  did	  not	  
want	  to	  draw	  attention	  to	  his	  son’s	  birth,	  etc.]	  

	  
3. Do	  you	  think	  Mary	  and	  Joseph	  understood	  the	  full	  significance	  of	  the	  child	  

they	  brought	  into	  the	  world?	  [probably	  not,	  up	  to	  a	  point,	  they	  couldn’t	  have,	  
they	  must	  have,	  other]	  

	  
4. Why	  do	  you	  think	  God	  chose	  to	  announce	  the	  birth	  of	  his	  Son	  to	  shepherds?	  

[they	  were	  close	  by,	  they	  needed	  hope,	  they	  were	  close	  to	  God,	  other]	  
	  

5. If	  you	  had	  been	  in	  	  Mary	  or	  Joseph’s	  shoes	  and	  couldn’t	  find	  a	  room,	  what	  
would	  you	  have	  done?	  [gone	  back	  home,	  cried,	  taken	  it	  out	  on	  my	  spouse,	  
prayed	  for	  God	  to	  come	  through,	  other]	  

	  
6. Who	  was	  the	  “angel”	  who	  first	  told	  you	  about	  Jesus?	  [friend,	  co-‐worker,	  

classmate,	  neighbor,	  family,	  stranger,	  other]	  
	  

7. What	  effect	  has	  the	  news	  of	  Jesus’	  birth	  had	  on	  you?	  [spiritual	  commitment,	  
an	  awakened	  sense	  of	  joy,	  hope	  for	  the	  future,	  thankfulness	  for	  God’s	  
forgiveness,	  confusion	  about	  God’s	  plan,	  other]	  

	  
8. Who	  would	  you	  like	  to	  tell	  about	  what	  Jesus	  has	  done	  in	  your	  life?	  [neighbor,	  

family	  member,	  co-‐worker,	  friend,	  other]	  
	  

9. How	  can	  this	  group	  pray	  for	  you	  this	  week?	  
	  
	  
Pray	  
	  
Source:	  Serendipity	  Bible	  for	  Groups:	  Gospel	  of	  Luke,	  pp1420	  



How Do We Truly Get To Know Jesus 
• Luke 2:21-40 
• Big Idea: When our lives are run by God’s will, then we are able to truly know Jesus 
• Ice Breaker: Questions: What does it take for a friendship/relationship to become 

great? What has it taken for you to build deep relationships and truly get to know 
someone? 

Questions: 
o Who are the main characters of this passage? 

! Jesus, Mary, Joseph, Simeon, Anna 
o Why were Joseph and Mary in the temple courts in Jerusalem? 

! V. 22-24 & v. 39 
o Why were they consecrating and sacrificing for Jesus? 

! Keeping with the Law of the Lord 
" In this one passage alone, it makes a point to say 4 times that Joseph and Mary 

were doing everything required of the Law of the Lord. 
o What would it look like today if someone was doing everything required of the 

Law of the Lord? What would stand out? Would it be obvious? 
o Why do you think God chose Joseph and Mary to raise Jesus? 
o Next we have Simeon. How is Simeon described in this passage? 

! Righteous and devout 
o What does it mean if someone is righteous? What about devout? 
o What had God revealed to Simeon? Why do you think God chose Simeon to see 

and know Jesus? 
o Lastly, we have Anna. What did Anna’s life consist of? For how long had she 

been living like this? How would you describe the life of Anna? 
o How do you think she knew who Jesus truly was? 
o Why are these people the only ones who actually come to know Jesus here? 

Why doesn’t anyone else in the temple know who Jesus is? How can we make 
sure we know the real Jesus? 

o What would change if you started living like Mary, Joseph, Simon and Anna 
today?  

o What can stop us from living Godly lives like the characters in this passage? 
Following God’s Law? Being devout? Living daily for God? If we aren’t truly living 
Godly lives, what are we risking? Do you think it’s possible to know Jesus fully 
without following his commands? 

o What are some ways we can go after figuring out if we truly know Jesus? How 
can we figure out whether our lives are truly devoted to knowing Jesus? 

o How do Simeon and Anna respond to finally knowing Jesus? Why do you think 
knowing Jesus can bring such joy and amazement? 

 
Final Charge: Luke 13:24-27 The Bible shows clear examples of how we can come to 
know Jesus Christ. Ultimately, our lives must be devoted to God to truly know him. We 
must be making every effort to follow Jesus. If you’re not sure what exactly it looks like 
to follow Jesus, or what it means to truly know Jesus, than ask the person who invited 
you out, to study the Bible. If you have never felt seriously excited or joyful to know 
Jesus, than ask someone to study the Bible and figure out why. When we live truly 
devoted lives to God we are able to know Jesus and truly be excited and thankful for him 
and all he has done for us.  



Bible Talk: “Listening and Asking” Luke 2:41-52 

 

Ice Breaker: Did your family ever have any fun “customs or traditions”? (Introduce yourself and 
what they were.) 
 
Today, we are going to look at a family and the importance and impact that Godly traditions and the 
bible can have in the home and on the children. 
Read: Luke 2:41-52 
 
Q:What customs or traditions did Joseph and Mary have? What do you think is the significance of 
this is? (What was Passover about? One of the most important celebrations or holidays for the 
Jews) 
Q:What does this say about Jesus’ parents?(Devout, loved God, wanted son to know God)  What can 
we do today to do the same? Do you think this was the only time they talked about God? How else 
would they have talked about God? 
 
3 days pass and Jesus’ family are looking for him- Imagine being a parent now.  What would be going 
through your mind? (Not uncommon for children to be with other relatives and friends as they 
travelled in a caravan together- they took care of each other- one big family/community) 
Q: What do they find Jesus doing? (Listening and asking questions)  Why is this important? What 
kind of heart does it show that Jesus had toward God and the bible? How does this reflect on 
Joseph and Mary? 
Q: What does that look like today for us? For you personally? (Do you read your bible regularly and 
consistently? Do you ask someone about passages that may be difficult to understand, or are you 
lazy with God’s Word? Have you grown in your knowledge of God and His Word? 
Q: What is the impact Jesus has on everyone? His parents?(amazed, astonished) Why? 
Q: HOW DO YOU REALLY THINK JESUS LEARNED ALL THIS?(Did he learn it miraculously- 
got “beamed” into his head by God, because he was God’s Son? A lot of us think this way.  Or, did he 
need to discipline himself and read, study and apply God’s word just like you and me? (Parents: who 
instilled this into him? Impressed this upon him? 
Q: Why is your thinking to this question important? Will shape how important God’s word needs to 
be for us.  What is your approach more like? (Want God to “beam it into your brain”, or day in, day 
out spending time studying and applying God’s word in your life? (Explain/share your response) 
 
His parents find him, and his mother, obviously concerned tells Jesus “we have been worried sick” 
for you.  What is Jesus’ response? 
Q: What does Jesus mean, “I had to be in my Father’s house”?  What do you think that means for 
us today? 
 
Q: What do you think it means “In favor with God and man”? Why do you think this would/should 
happen even for us?  
 
Closing Questions/Comments: What have we learned tonight from Jesus’ parents about the 
importance of good traditions/customs in our home? What impact can they have? 
What is your attitude toward God’s word?  How are you going to change to become more like Jesus? 
Imagine the impact this will have on those around us! 
 



Preparing for Jesus
Luke 3:1-20

Icebreaker: “Blow Wind Blow”--Set up chairs in a circle. Make sure there is one less chair than there are 

players. Select one player to start off in the middle. They must begin by calling out "Blow wind blow". The rest of 
the group must respond "blow what?" Then the middle player can say some kind of conditional statement like 
"everyone with red hair" or "everyone not wearing shoes". All the players that fit into that category must get up and 
switch chairs with another player. This allows a chance for the middle player to steal a chair also. Once everyone has 
finished switching as quickly as possible, there will be one player left stuck in the middle. Then the process repeats!

Opening Question: In your life, what is the one event/test/etc. you prepared the most for?
Transition: All these things we prepared so much for were really important. Tonight we’re going 
to talk about how God sent one man to prepare the world for Jesus. 

Read: Luke 3:1-20

Question: What did Isaiah say John’s purpose was?
Question: Why did the Lord need the way prepared for him? 
Question: What did John do in order to prepare the way? 
Question: How did many people respond to John’s message?
Question: How did John respond to the crowds? 
Question: Why do you think John responded in this way?
Question: What does John mean when he says “bear fruit in keeping with repentance?”
Question: Why does John get so specific with his call to repentance?
Question: How does preaching this repentance help John prepare the way for Jesus?
Question: How seriously have you taken “preparing the way” for Jesus to work in your life?
Question: What would it look like to “prepare the way” for Jesus in our lives the way John called people to?
Question: If you walked up to John, what do you think John would tell you do? 
Question: How might we respond like the crowds merely “fleeing from the coming wrath”?
Question: What stops you from “preparing the way” for Jesus with repentance?  
Question: Why is it important to “prepare the way” for Jesus in our lives with repentance?
Question: What is Jesus able to do in our lives if we “prepare the way” for him in our lives with 
repentance? 

Final charge: Even Jesus, as powerful as he was, sent someone to prepare the way for his 
message. What prepared his way? It was REPENTANCE! So often we wonder why Jesus isn’t 
working in our lives the way we want when we haven’t prepared any place for him to work. This 
week let’s identify what specific ways we need to “bear fruit in keeping with repentance” and 
prepare the way for Jesus. If we ignore that part of the message we aren’t interested in Jesus, 
we’re only interested in escaping the wrath. If you’re unsure how to “prepare the way for Jesus”, 
sit down and study the Bible and let God show you himself! Let’s be genuine in our repentance 
and prepare the way for Jesus to do amazing things in our lives!



Face to Face with the Devil 
Text: Luke 4:1-13 
 
Icebreaker: Have everyone state name and to give an Epic Battle. The battle should 
include a good side and a bad side. Hero, Villain, Cartoons, etc.  
 
In this Corner we have Satan who is:………… In this corner we have Jesus the………… 

Today, we will learn how to have victory over our enemies. 

Read Luke 4:1-2 

Question: Who lead Jesus into the Wilderness? 
Question: How does it make you feel that Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness? 
Question: When does Satan come on the scene?- when he was hungry 
Question: What are some times that Satan tend to attack people? 
Question: How does it make you feel that Satan comes to attack you when you are at your 
weakest moments?  
Question:  What type of fighting tactics does Jesus use against Jesus?  
 
Read Luke 4:3-12 
Question: What type of thing does Satan keep using to defeat Jesus?  
Question: Does Satan give up the first battle you defeat him in? 
Question: How does Jesus overcome the devil’s attack? 
Question: Can you think of a time in your life that you felt attacked by the devil and you had to use 
scripture to defend him off? What scriptures did you use?  
 
Question: How many times does Satan attack Jesus? 
Question:  If Satan were to engage in battle with you at this time how would he try to tempt you?  
Question:  If you knew the battle was coming how would prepare for it?  
Question: What tools would you find to be the most important to help you have victory over Satan?  
Question: What are some practical’s one must do to prepare for the battle with Satan?  
 
Read Luke 4:13 
 
Question: What does this teach us about the devil? 
Question: Can you think of some other times in Jesus’ life that the devil attacked Jesus? Through Judas, 
the Jews, the cross, etc. 
Question: Why do you think that the devil does not give up trying to get people to turn away from God? 
- Revelation 12:12 
Question: What can we do today to prepare for any enemy that will never stop trying to destroy our faith?  
 

Conclusion: Do you have a plan right now to stand up against the devil’s attacks when they come?  
What are some things that opened your eyes that you never knew before? How will you 
take this information and apply it to your life?  



Icebreaker	  Question:	  	  
1. Think	  of	  the	  best	  pizza	  you	  have	  ever	  had,	  what	  made	  it	  so	  great,	  what	  would	  

need	  to	  be	  included;	  toppings,	  style	  of	  crust,	  maybe	  particular	  restaurant?	  
2. What	  about	  a	  burger,	  what	  makes	  the	  ultimate	  burger	  in	  your	  mind?	  What	  

kind,	  what	  goes	  on	  it,	  any	  special	  bun,	  how	  is	  it	  cooked,	  at	  home	  or	  out?	  	  
Rhetorical	  Question:	  We	  can	  easily	  identify	  what	  makes	  a	  good	  pizza	  or	  burger,	  easy.	  
When	  it	  comes	  to	  God	  or	  Jesus	  is	  it	  as	  easy	  to	  identify	  what	  we	  are	  looking	  for?	  
	  
Text	  Background:	  

• Jesus	  in	  the	  beginning	  of	  his	  ministry;	  he	  has	  yet	  to	  call	  the	  12	  apostles	  and	  
doesn’t	  seem	  to	  have	  a	  group	  of	  followers	  at	  this	  time.	  	  He	  makes	  a	  stop	  at	  his	  
home	  town	  synagogue	  on	  Sabbath	  day	  
	  

Read	  Luke	  4:16-22	  
Questions:	  	  

• In	  the	  passage	  Jesus	  reads	  what	  type	  of	  claims	  does	  he	  make?	  
o Spirit	  of	  Lord	  is	  on	  him:	  anointed	  by	  God	  
o Proclaim	  the	  good	  news:	  preach	  the	  gospel	  	  
o Reach	  the	  poor:	  not	  just	  poor	  economically	  but	  poor	  in	  spirit	  
o Freedom	  to	  the	  prisoners:	  metaphorically	  forgiveness	  of	  sins	  
o Sight	  to	  the	  blind:	  metaphorically	  sight	  to	  the	  spiritually	  blind	  
o Release	  the	  oppressed:	  those	  enslaved	  to	  sin	  
o Day	  of	  the	  Lord’s	  favor:	  the	  Kingdom	  of	  God	  has	  come	  

• As	  Jesus	  sits	  down	  and	  informs	  the	  crowd	  that	  this	  scripture	  has	  been	  
fulfilled	  what	  is	  there	  response?	  

o Why	  do	  you	  think	  they	  were	  amazed	  and	  seemingly	  positive	  by	  this	  
bold	  statement	  at	  this	  point?	  

o How	  would	  they	  have	  viewed	  Jesus	  to	  ask	  him	  to	  read	  and	  based	  on	  
their	  response?	  

	  
Read	  Luke	  4:23-30	  

• What	  do	  you	  think	  the	  people	  were	  looking	  for	  Jesus	  to	  do?	  	  
o Why?	  
o How	  did	  this	  affect	  their	  expectation(s)	  of	  him	  and	  his	  message?	  

• Jesus	  was	  referencing	  prophets	  that	  each	  Jew	  could	  easily	  and	  quickly	  
recount	  the	  exact	  story/passage	  he	  was	  referring	  to	  and	  yet	  he	  points	  out	  
miracles	  that	  happened	  outside	  of	  Israel,	  to	  non-‐Jews,	  gentiles	  by	  Jewish	  
prophets.	  Why	  would	  he	  choose	  these	  particular	  ones	  to	  highlight?	  	  

o What	  was	  Jesus’	  point	  to	  his	  hometown	  crowd?	  
• Why	  do	  you	  think	  the	  people	  reacted	  in	  this	  way,	  keep	  in	  mind	  it	  was	  his	  

hometown?	  
o What	  kind	  of	  attitude	  and	  or	  expectations	  did	  they	  have	  for	  Jesus	  as	  he	  

returned	  home?	  
• The	  attitude	  of	  the	  crowd	  swings	  quickly,	  why?	  

o What	  was	  Jesus	  telling	  the	  people?	  	  



• Why	  would	  the	  crowd’s	  response	  be	  so	  strong	  to	  the	  point	  where	  they	  would	  
want	  to	  kill	  their	  own	  “hometown	  hero”?	  

• Of	  course	  Jesus	  being	  Jesus	  walks	  through	  the	  crowd	  escaping	  death	  as	  if	  
nothing	  had	  happened…	  

	  
Discussion	  Questions:	  

• What	  are	  some	  things	  people	  come	  	  Jesus,	  church,	  religion	  or	  God	  looking	  
for?	  

• What	  are	  some	  areas	  are	  that	  seem	  to	  rub	  people	  the	  wrong	  way	  when	  it	  
comes	  to	  Jesus,	  church,	  religion	  or	  God?	  

o Contrast	  the	  two	  of	  them	  taking	  note	  that	  most	  people	  want	  positive,	  
feel	  good	  things	  from	  religion/Jesus/God	  and	  wish	  to	  leave	  the	  
challenging	  bits	  behind	  

• Why	  is	  religion	  such	  a	  hot	  topic,	  why	  is	  so	  much	  emotion	  tied	  up	  in	  it?	  
• How	  can	  these	  strong	  feelings	  affect	  the	  way	  you	  approach	  the	  bible	  or	  God?	  

o What	  about	  in	  the	  way	  you	  are	  possibly	  shown	  new	  things	  that	  may	  
contradict	  your	  tradition,	  what	  you	  feel	  or	  what	  you	  like?	  	  

o What	  are	  some	  of	  the	  dangers	  in	  approaching	  Jesus	  this	  way?	  	  
	  
Conclusion:	  	  
What	  do	  you	  want?	  	  

• Jesus	  message	  is	  not	  custom	  ordered,	  just	  give	  me	  what	  I	  want,	  like	  or	  feel	  
comfortable	  with.	  	  

• Even	  in	  Jesus’	  hometown,	  those	  that	  knew	  him,	  grew	  up	  with	  him	  still	  missed	  
the	  point	  of	  Jesus’	  message	  that	  it	  wasn’t	  about	  the	  miracles	  but	  it	  was	  about	  
a	  new	  gospel	  to	  free	  the	  oppressed.	  

o Think	  about	  the	  incredible	  message	  they	  missed	  
• Think	  about	  the	  way	  you	  have	  approached	  the	  Jesus	  and	  his	  message,	  has	  it	  

been	  with	  tradition,	  history	  or	  family	  baggage	  causing	  you	  to	  miss	  the	  main	  
message?	  

• Have	  you	  looked	  at	  Jesus	  and	  only	  wanted	  the	  “good	  stuff”	  but	  not	  the	  entire	  
picture,	  perhaps	  when	  it	  challenges	  you	  and	  your	  “ideals”	  of	  what	  a	  Christian	  
should	  be?	  

	  
Conclusion:	  
People	  want	  all	  the	  good	  stuff	  from	  religion,	  faith	  and	  God	  ordered	  my	  way.	  Let	  us	  
ask	  ourselves	  do	  I	  really	  want	  the	  whole	  picture	  of	  the	  gospel	  down	  or	  do	  I	  water	  
down	  the	  message	  to	  become	  more	  pleasing	  to	  my	  pallet?	  Let	  us	  make	  a	  
commitment	  to	  really	  dive	  into	  the	  scriptures	  to	  find	  out	  the	  truth	  and	  to	  have	  a	  
heart	  that	  is	  willing	  to	  hear	  and	  accept	  the	  truth.	  	  



Amazing	  Jesus!	  
	  
Jesus	  spends	  time	  in	  Peter’s	  home	  town	  of	  Capernaum	  and	  he	  was	  busy	  serving	  the	  
community…	  and	  healing!	  
	  
Ice	  Breaker:	  

1. Who	  is	  someone	  you	  know	  or	  have	  heard	  about	  who	  has	  an	  incredible	  and	  
admiring	  work	  ethic	  (this	  could	  be	  anybody	  you	  know	  or	  do	  not	  know)	  

2. Define	  amazement	  
3. Who’s	  been	  to	  a	  circus?	  	  What	  is	  the	  most	  amazing	  act	  you	  have	  ever	  seen	  in	  a	  

circus?	  (tightrope	  walker,	  elephants,	  acrobats,	  other)	  
	  
Read	  Luke	  4:31-‐44	  
	  

1. Identify	  at	  least	  three	  things	  in	  the	  story	  that	  Jesus	  performed	  that	  amazed	  
his	  viewers	  and	  listeners?	  (his	  teaching,	  driving	  out	  demons,	  his	  commitment	  
to	  preach)	  

	  
2. Let’s	  talk	  about	  each	  of	  these	  three	  things	  that	  amazed	  those	  around	  him.	  

“They	  were	  amazed	  at	  his	  teaching”	  	  How	  come?	  	  	  
	  

3. How	  about	  the	  exorcising	  the	  demon	  out	  of	  a	  man?	  
	  

4. How	  about	  his	  commitment	  to	  get	  away	  to	  be	  with	  God	  and	  then	  to	  go	  out	  
and	  preach	  again!	  

	  
5. Which	  of	  these	  three	  events	  in	  this	  passage	  inspires	  you	  most	  about	  Jesus,	  

and	  why?	  
	  

6. Which	  of	  these	  three	  things	  we	  have	  discuss	  you	  feel	  you	  are	  lacking	  
amazement	  in	  your	  life	  presently?	  

	  
7. If	  you	  had	  been	  in	  	  Mary	  or	  Joseph’s	  shoes	  and	  couldn’t	  find	  a	  room,	  what	  

would	  you	  have	  done?	  [gone	  back	  home,	  cried,	  taken	  it	  out	  on	  my	  spouse,	  
prayed	  for	  God	  to	  come	  through,	  other]	  

	  
8. How	  can	  this	  group	  pray	  for	  you	  this	  week?	  

	  
	  
Pray	  
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